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sional dolls '_ CE. By Deb Weissler

Ithough he has been repainting for less than a

decade, Cruz has been painting portraits for as

long as he can remember. Growing up in Ma-
nila, Philippines, poverty affected his ability to finish
his formal education, but it also drew him to celebrities
whose lives he found fascinating. From the moment he
Miss Universe pageant on television, he was

watched a
drawn to each contestant’s beautiful face and longed to

capture them on paper.

By the early 1980s, married and with a child, Cruz immi-
grated into the United States, working odd jobs to support
his family while earning a college degree in communica-
tions, Now, Cruz and his wife could pursue their hobby,
collecting dolls and action figures.
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“It was sheer accident that I happened upon repainted dolls
in the summer of 2001,” Cruz recalled.”l was browsing online
looking for dolls for my wite’s collection, when [ happened
upon these beautifully painted dolls. On closer examination
[ discovered they were mass-produced dolls repainted to look
more detailed and realistic. | was completely mesmerized.”

With his background in portraiture, Cruz embraced re-
painting but quickly realized that the process was not exactly
the same as creating a flat portrait on paper. His debut at-

tempt drew no bids on its eBay listing, so it was literally back
to the drawing board. He scrutinized successful repainted
dolls and practiced for long hours before he was satisfied
with his results. His second listing sold, and Cruz had found

his passion.






